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at the essence of all free, democratic 
and open societies. Our disagreements 
are dealt with civility and without vio-
lence or the threat of violence. 

With each terrorist threat against 
the Government, our citizens lose a 
measure of their freedom. When an 
American seeks to exercise even the 
most basic of rights—renewing a driv-
ers license, boarding an airplane or 
picking up documents at a government 
building—he or she is often subject to a 
thorough search of his or her person 
and property. Even the street in front 
of the White House—the people’s 
house—has been closed and street traf-
fic rerouted. Moreover, streets around 
the House, Senate and Capitol build-
ings have been blocked-off and barri-
caded. All of these measures have been 
done because of our heightened sense of 
vulnerability to terrorism. The humil-
iation and inconvenience that these 
situations present are mitigated only 
by the American people’s acquiescence 
and realization that such practices are 
unfortunately necessary in today’s 
world. But it does not have to be this 
way, and we must not become accus-
tomed to the threat of terrorism. To 
the extent that we refuse to accept it, 
to the extent we refuse to be desen-
sitized to violence, we will invigorate 
the will to fight it. 

The most recent bombings in Israel 
have also had a direct impact on my 
home State of Illinois. The celebration 
of the Jewish holiday of purim is tradi-
tionally one of the more colorful fes-
tivals in the city of Chicago. Children 
are dressed in costumes, friends ex-
change gifts and there is laughter and 
merriment. However, as events of yet 
another suicide bombing in Israel un-
folded, grief, anxiety and depression re-
placed joy, laughter, and merriment. 

The juxtaposition of bombs and 
purim provides a context for under-
standing how we can draw inspiration 
and strength from history. Just as the 
Jews in Ancient Persia responded to 
danger with prayer and courageous ac-
tion, so too must we. Mr. President, I, 
for one, am tired of lighting candles, 
attending memorial services and wait-
ing for news of the next terrorist at-
tack. It is time for us to be proactive 
and not merely reactive. We must de-
clare all-out war against terrorism and 
terrorist organizations and take the 
fight to them wherever they exist—at 
home or abroad. We must make it clear 
to terrorists, their organizations, and 
the countries which sponsor and harbor 
terrorists that their actions will not 
produce the desired result—the inter-
ruption or abandonment of the peace 
process—and that the United States 
and other nations will no longer permit 
their actions to go unpunished. 

There must be a recognition, how-
ever, that terrorism cannot be defeated 
through unilateral action alone. World 
leaders must understand that it is in 
every country’s interest to have this 
menace eradicated from the face of the 
Earth. Unless and until serious anti- 
terrorist actions are implemented 

internationally, including the denial of 
safe haven and sanctuary for perpetra-
tors of terrorism, we can expect more, 
not fewer, incidents like we witnessed 
in Israel these past 2 weeks. 

Mr. President, we, the inhabitants of 
this planet, are one family. While dif-
ferences and disputes are unavoidable, 
I believe all problems, no matter how 
intractable they may seem, are soluble. 
Peace and negotiations are not just the 
answer—they are the only answer.∑ 

f 

GENE R. ALEXANDER 

∑ Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, I want to 
commend and congratulate Mr. Gene 
Alexander of Benton, Illinois. On April 
25, 1996, the school library at the Ben-
ton Elementary School will be dedi-
cated as the Gene R. Alexander Learn-
ing Resource Center. Mr. Alexander 
was a teacher and principal in the Ben-
ton School District for 32 years. 

Now that he has retired, ‘‘Mr. A.’’ 
spends his free time volunteering for 
these same children. He does every-
thing from cleaning school desks to 
teaching children about the American 
flag. His commitment to these children 
is inspirational. 

We need more leaders like this and 
having a library dedicated to him is a 
fitting tribute. I want to commend Mr. 
Alexander on his hard work and his 
lifetime of dedication to the children 
that he serves.∑ 

f 

REFORM OF OUR TAX CODE 

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
wanted to take a few minutes to talk 
about the tax burden that American 
families feel today and the drastic need 
for fundamental and comprehensive re-
form of our Tax Code. 

During our brief break from legisla-
tive business over the past 2 weeks, I 
had the opportunity to visit with con-
stituents in various communities in 
my State to discuss the effects of Fed-
eral tax policies on families. Quite 
clearly, the tax burden over the past 
few decades has greatly increased; the 
inequities of the Code have been exac-
erbated; and the incentives for savings 
have largely diminished. If it was any-
thing that I heard during the course of 
nine town meetings, it was the demand 
for a fairer, simpler tax system and an 
even greater demand by taxpayers to 
keep more of what they earn. 

As a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I served on the Ways and 
Means Committee, which has jurisdic-
tion over tax legislation. I recognize 
that our current system of taxation is 
burdensome and intrusive, and I think 
we are all aware how complex our sys-
tem is, given the large amount of time 
Americans spend in computing and fil-
ing their taxes each year. 

On Monday, I had the pleasure of 
traveling through Pennsylvania with 
Senator SPECTER, along with our Gov-
ernor, Tom Ridge, as we hosted the dis-
tinguished majority leader, Senator 
BOB DOLE. The significance of traveling 

across my State on tax day brings with 
it a renewed commitment to fight for 
Federal policies addressing and cor-
recting not only the many inequities in 
our system, but demanding a funda-
mental reexamination by this Congress 
of the Federal Tax Code as a whole. 

I strongly believe that Congress must 
continue to explore comprehensive 
simplification of our Tax Code. Several 
of my colleagues have introduced legis-
lation to institute various alternative 
tax systems as well as proposals to pro-
vide varying degrees of tax relief to 
American families. To reaffirm this 
commitment to tax fairness, I am 
pleased today to join Senator DAN 
COATS as a cosponsor of his legislation 
to provide not only for middle-class tax 
relief, but also to encourage increased 
personal investment and savings while 
balancing the growth of Federal spend-
ing in general. 

This Congress, as a direct result of 
the Republican majority, has come as 
close as a veto pen to enacting tax fair-
ness for American families—fairness 
and relief that many would have real-
ized in preparing their tax returns by 
Monday evening’s filing deadline. A 
year after the political battle over tax 
relief and a year later on tax day, the 
same challenges and needs remain in 
devising a tax structure that provides 
greater balance, incentives, and bene-
fits to American families and tax-
payers. These next few weeks in the 
Senate are critical and serve as an-
other opportunity to readdress, pass, 
and finally enact these changes.∑ 

f 

HONORING BRIAN PALMER 
HAFLER 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a few moments to ac-
knowledge a very talented and prom-
ising resident of Massachusetts, Brian 
Palmer Hafler. Brian was chosen as a 
seventh place winner in the prestigious 
Westinghouse Science Talent Search, a 
national competition that recognizes 
the outstanding math and science 
achievements of high school students 
aged 16 to 18. Brian was recognized for 
his research involving T cells, research 
that may be instrumental in the future 
treatment of autoimmune diseases. 

After graduation from the Roxbury 
Latin School, West Roxbury, MA, 
Brian intends to continue his scientific 
research as a molecular biology stu-
dent at Princeton University. In addi-
tion to his scholarly accomplishments, 
Brian has won varsity letters in wres-
tling and cross country, numerous aca-
demic awards, and a service award for 
his work in tutoring inner-city stu-
dents. 

I applaud Brian on receiving the Wes-
tinghouse Science Award, and wish him 
success in his future endeavors. 
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